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Captain Mo’s Boat Area
Welcome to your Amazon River voyage! Boats like this
one travel the river highway moving general goods,
scientists, locals, and tourists. Our boat is going to
sail to a lot of places because the forest is flooded –
and there are many places to go! The Amazon River’s
diverse ecosystems are represented by the exhibit’s
“ports-of-call”. 

• Visitors read an advanced statement at an entrance graphic
that sets the tone for the experience to come.

• Visitors see a list of individuals who were involved in the
development of the exhibition on the right and left credit
panels.

• Visitors board a stylized riverboat structure to begin their
Amazon voyage. 

• Visitors look through a flip-book of photographs of real
riverboats.

• Visitors watch real-life riverboat captain Mo's welcome video
and are introduced to the organizing story of the “seven
perils”.

• Visitors look at a map of the Amazon to “get smart” about
where they are going.

• Visitors examine a lenticular illustration that shows the yearly
cycle of the flooded forest.
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Piranha Area
The piranha’s vicious reputation started in the
accounts of great explorers like Teddy Roosevelt. Yet
there are over 30 species of piranhas in the Amazon
and none of them have humans on their menus. Their
diverse diet of fruits, fins of other fish, and dead
animals is determined by the flood season. In fact,
piranhas are dangerous to people only at the end of
the dry season when food supplies run low.

• Visitors meet graduate student Wasila Dahdul who studies
piranha evolution. They compare a fossil cast of an extinct
“mega-piranha” to a modern piranha skull and inspect the
differences in their teeth.

• Visitors question the piranha’s reputation as a vicious fish by
viewing a large photograph of kids swimming gleefully in the
Amazon River.

• Visitors manipulate four computer animations to view different
piranha feeding strategies, e.g. fin snipping, seed eating, etc.

• Visitors watch Roosevelt’s video and discover how the piranha
became one of the seven perils of the Amazon River. 

There are more species of fish in the Amazon River than
in any other river in the world. Artists, like exhibit art
director Ray Troll, have been inspired to interpret this
biodiversity. Ray painted the 125 species in the mural
Fishes of Amazonia under the guidance of many
scientists.

• Visitors read a panel to discover why the Amazon River has the
greatest aquatic biodiversity in the world.

• Visitors see a giant Ray Troll mural filled with Amazonian
furred, feathered, but mostly finned creatures. 

• Visitors investigate three mural interactive computer stations
for a self-directed exploration of the river.
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Flooded Forest Area
When the river overflows, the lowland forests flood.
This is a great place to find another one of the seven
perils: 9 feet electric eels. These fish can discharge
600 volts of electricity to stun their prey! But that’s
not all they use their electricity for, they also emit low
voltage discharges to navigate through the water and
communicate with other electric fish.

• At the eel zapper interactive, visitors touch a conductor to feel
a slight electric shock equivalent to that of a small electric eel.

• Visitors meet Dr. Philip Stoddard who studies electric fish and
discover what the humming and buzzing is all about.

• Visitors probe a water tank to listen to the sound of fish - audio
patterns created by electric discharges - and identify the
knifefish emitting those “sounds”.

Life in the Amazon’s flooded forests is driven by and
responds to the changes of wet and dry seasons.
Field researchers are making amazing new
discoveries about previously unknown life forms that
depend on the flood cycle.

• Visitors read about a bizarre leaf litter fish so new to science it
doesn’t yet have a name; for now we call it the “muck fish”.

• In the “muck fish” video, visitors meet Brazilian ichthyologist
Dr. Paulo Petry and watch over his shoulder as he traipses
through the flooded forest in search of a “muck fish”. 

• Visitors reach into a “muck fish” tank, filled with rotting leaf
litter, to discover what other critters live in this environment. 




